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The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to all the towns 
and places he planned to visit. 2These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but the 
workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers 
into his fields. 3Now go, and remember that I am sending you out as lambs among wolves. 4Don’t 
take any money with you, nor a traveler’s bag, nor an extra pair of sandals. And don’t stop to greet 
anyone on the road. 

5“Whenever you enter someone’s home, first say, ‘May God’s peace be on this house.’ 6If 
those who live there are peaceful, the blessing will stand; if they are not, the blessing will return to 
you. 7Don’t move around from home to home. Stay in one place, eating and drinking what they   
provide” (Luke 10:1-7). 
 

 You know you have heard it before: your son comes in, usually with his friend in 
tow, and asks, “Can Taylor stay at our house tonight?” 

Sometimes your daughter comes in with a veritable posse of friends and excitedly 
asks, “Mom, can we have a sleepover tonight?  Please? We’ll be really, really good!” 
 “And quiet,” one friend interjects. 
 “And we’ll clean up our mess, Mom.” 
 Your daughter looks at you with those big, dreamy eyes of hers and says, 
“Margaret’s mom has already said it’s okay. Sierra’s calling her mom right now. Yvette 
and Dawn’s parents also said okay. PLEEEEEEASE??” 
 You also know you said it multiple times when you were growing up. 
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From Pastor Todd, continued 

 You concocted schemes with your friends in order to spend the night at their house, 
or to have them over at yours. You begged and pleaded when necessary. You volunteered 
for extra chores in exchange for the favor of having a friend spend the night. Sometimes 
you even did things around the house without being asked. 
 In Luke 9:52 we are told Jesus “sent messengers ahead to a Samaritan village to prepare 
for his arrival.” While Jesus was not accepted in this particular village, it is apparent from 
9:57-62 that more and more people were following him. Perhaps they were just joining in 
with a large group of pilgrims who were making their way to Jerusalem for the Passover? 
Maybe some of them truly wanted to be known as disciples of Jesus; some were most 
likely just curious and wanted to see what all the hubbub was about. Still others were 
probably awaiting the next big miracle, especially if it involved food. 

Luke 10:1 tells us “The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in 
pairs to all the towns and places he planned to visit.” What had not worked out so well with the 
Samaritan village was being attempted on a much bigger scale. Jesus dispatched thirty-six 
pairs of disciples with these instructions: “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray 
to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.” 

Obviously these seventy-two were just the beginning. Jesus had in mind that more 
people would be drawn to the message of the good news. And they would be drawn      
primarily through the presence and witness of the disciples. What does this say about the level 
of trust Jesus had in those disciples? 
 Do you realize he has that same level of trust in you? 
 

 So thirty-six groups of eager, nervous disciples were ready to go out and make a big 
splash on behalf of their master.  Listen to the instructions Jesus gave them: “Now go, and 
remember that I am sending you out as lambs among wolves.” Well, that’s not exactly the most 
motivational way to begin! But in keeping with the difficulties of being a follower 
mentioned in Luke 9:57-62, it is highly appropriate. The cost of following Jesus then—as 
now—was great. 

“Don’t take any money with you, nor a traveler’s bag, nor an extra pair of sandals. And 
don’t stop to greet anyone on the road.” The disciples were to travel “light.” They weren’t to 
pack an extra suitcase or a carry-on. This allowed them ease and flexibility while moving 
around. It made them fully dependent on the hospitality of others. And most importantly, 
it placed them completely under God’s provision. 

“Whenever you enter someone’s home, first say, ‘May God’s peace be on this house.’ If those 
who live there are peaceful, the blessing will stand; if they are not, the blessing will return to you. 
Don’t move around from home to home. Stay in one place, eating and drinking what they provide. 
Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality, because those who work deserve their pay.” 

The disciples were instructed to stay in one place rather than hopping from house to 
house. (Forget about staying at the local Hotels.com recommendation. They didn’t have 
any money with them either!) This was a tactical as well as practical strategy. By remaining 
in one house for the duration of their stay, it made it easier for the people to find them. 
Practically, the disciples could develop a good relationship with the owners of the house, 
and those who had questions or needed ministry would always know where to find them. 
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From Pastor Todd, continued 

 I can just image two dusty disciples appearing on the threshold, flashing infectious 
grins and asking, “Can we stay at your house?” Just like a couple of kids. 

The disciples were to rely on the Middle Eastern custom of offering hospitality to 
travelers. It was considered an egregious breach of social protocol to deny hospitality. Not 
only was it in very poor taste; the Hebrew Scriptures emphasized rendering assistance to 
the poor, the traveler and the foreigner. 
 When our friends came to our house to spend the night, what were some of the 
things our parents made sure we did? Our friends were to be served first at the dinner 
table. If there was not enough sleeping space, we often had to surrender our bed to our 
friend while we sacked out on the couch or a sleeping bag. No matter what we did as a 
family while our friend was staying overnight, the guest always came first. 
 It was that way in first century Palestine, but to an even greater degree. To not invite 
a stranger or sojourner in was a serious breach of etiquette. To not greet them with a kiss of 
peace, or provide water for them to wash their feet, or oil for their head, was tantamount 
to spitting in their face. Jesus knew that his disciples would find plenty of places to stay as 
they ventured out on their ministry tours. And by being invited into peoples’ homes, they 
would have plenty of chances to share what they had been learning from Jesus. 
 

As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to a certain village 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39Her sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s 
feet, listening to what he taught. 40But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. 
She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I 
do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” 

41But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these de-
tails! 42There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not 
be taken away from her” (Luke 10:38-42). 

 

 Here we see another example of Middle Eastern hospitality. Jesus was invited to 
stay in the home of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha (John 11:1). While the hosts would 
certainly have wanted to provide the best meals and most comfortable sleeping 
arrangements for their guests, the gospel writer tells us this was not what was important to 
Jesus. These things needed to be done, yes, but they did not need to be the focus. Jesus 
wanted the time with his friends. He wanted to talk and laugh and reminisce with them. 
Perhaps he also wanted to prepare them for his final destiny in Jerusalem? 
 One of the sisters decided that spending time with Jesus was more important than 
spending time with the pots and pans: Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 
There is a time for chores and home repairs and yard work and errands. And there is a 
time for sitting with Jesus, learning from him, and adoring him. 
 However, Mary’s sister was not pleased with that arrangement! But Martha was 
distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem 
unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” If 
you have a brother or sister I’m sure you had such conversations with your parents when 
you were growing up: 
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From Pastor Todd, continued 

“MOM! She’s not doing her part of the chores!” 
 “Why do I have to help prepare Thanksgiving dinner while he gets to watch 
football?” 
 “Dad, I mowed the yard like you told me, but all he did was play video games!” 
 One was slaving away over a hot cooking fire, wiping sweat and trying to prepare a 
proper dinner for her guests. The other sipped coffee on the couch and listened to Jesus. 
 When we just see this only on a surface level, we naturally side with Martha. We all 
want things in life to be fair. Things would go much faster if Mary pitched in and helped. 
Then both sisters could relax and visit with Jesus. But keep in mind where Jesus was 
going: Jerusalem. Remember what awaited him there. 
 This was the last time he would see Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. This was the final 
time he would dine with them and enjoy the hospitality of their home. Once Jesus 
departed, he would not be coming back. Therefore, it was important that he spend as 
much time as possible with them. But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried 
and upset over all these details! There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has 
discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:41-42). 
 Wouldn’t you just love to know what they all talked about on their last night 
together? 

 
How do you react to the idea that Jesus has as much faith in you as he did in the 
 seventy-two disciples he sent out? 

 
If Jesus showed up on your front porch--dusty and flashing an infectious grin--and 

asked, “Can I say at your house tonight?,” how would you react? What’s the first 
thing you would think of doing? 

 
Does your answer relate more to Mary or Martha? What does this tell you? 

 
Jesus told his disciples in Luke 10:2, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray 

to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.” 
Think about one person you know who is in need of the grace of Jesus Christ. 
Would you be willing to ask the Lord to give you opportunities to reach out to 
this person? Would you be willing to pray for this person to be drawn to your 
church? 

 
If you were Mary, Martha, or Lazarus, and you knew this would be the last time you 

saw Jesus, what would you say to him? 
 

As we enter the season of Lent, how can you be more like Mary? 



18 Steve & Jean Wortham 
22 Ken & Mary Ann Scoggins 

8 Mitch Weber 
9 Ken Nunley 
15 Emily Stulce 
20 Mary Bert Hamrick 
27 Martha Bramlett 
28 Tom Lynch 

Copies of Pastor Todd’s book, Bullied! Confronting and 
Overcoming Six Major Obstacles to Church Effectiveness, 

are still available.  Cost is $15.00 each. 
Please see Pastor Todd if you’d like to purchase a copy. 

You may also purchase paperback or digital copies online at 
http://www.electiopublishing.com/index.php/bookstore, 
amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, or other book retailers. 

Paperback copies may also be ordered from any physical book store. 

17 Hannah Lynch 
18 Jean Johnson 
20 Jim Adams 
24 Jim Gram 
25 Frank Mulkey 
26 Carla Anderson 
 Fay Daughtrey 
28 Suzanne Parrott 

1 Judy Teague 
2 Robert Wood 
 Kevin Jones 
4 April Mikeal Messer 
 Felicia Kingrea 
10 Jean Wortham 
13 Leroy Grant 
14 Carlos Wilson 

      We are searching for someone who would be willing to cook 
a Wednesday fellowship meal once a month (January—May, September—
November).  No meals are served during June, July, August and December. 
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please contact 
Jimmie Lou Mulkey (332-3259) or Suzie Weber (451-0292). 



ASH WEDNESDAY service  LENTEN SERMON SERIES BEGINS: A JOURNEY OF STONES 

Wednesday, March 1st  Fellowship dinner 
 
 
 

Friday, March 3rd   Soul Sisters Bible study 
 

Sunday, March 5th   LENTEN SERMON SERIES: A JOURNEY OF STONES 
                 “Rejected Stones 
 

Tuesday, March 7th   LETTER OF REVELATION Bible study (Chap. 13) 

 

Wednesday, March 8th  Fellowship dinner; Choir practice; youth gathering;  
      Confirmation class 
 

Sunday, March 12th   LENTEN SERMON SERIES: A JOURNEY OF STONES 
          “Sticks And Stones” 
 

Monday, March 13th   Prayer shawl ministry 

 

Tuesday, March 14th   LETTER OF REVELATION Bible study (Chap. 14) 

 

Wednesday, March 15th  Fellowship dinner; Choir practice; youth gathering;  
      Confirmation class 
 

Thursday, March 16th  United Methodist Women 
 

Sunday, March 19th   LENTEN SERMON SERIES: A JOURNEY OF STONES 
        “Hearts Of Stone” 
 

Tuesday, March 21st   AARP meeting 

      LETTER OF REVELATION Bible study (Chap. 15) 
 

Wednesday, March 22nd  Fellowship dinner; Choir practice; youth gathering;  
      Confirmation class 
 

Sunday, March 26th   LENTEN SERMON SERIES: A JOURNEY OF STONES 
        “Upon This Rock” 
 

Monday, March 27th   Prayer shawl ministry 
 

Tuesday, March 28th   LETTER OF REVELATION Bible study (Chap. 16) 

 

Wednesday, March 29th  Fellowship dinner; Choir practice; youth gathering;  
      Confirmation class 



Sunday, April 2nd   LENTEN SERMON SERIES: A JOURNEY OF STONES 
       “Between A Rock And A Hard Place” 
      The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Tuesday, April 4th   LETTER OF REVELATION Bible study (Chap. 17) 

 

Wednesday, April 5th  Fellowship dinner; Choir practice; youth gathering; 
      Confirmation class 
 

Friday, April 7th   Soul Sisters Bible study 
 

Sunday, April 9th   Palm Sunday 

      The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

      Confirmation class brought into membership 

      ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD meeting 
 

Monday, April 10th   Prayer shawl ministry 

 

Tuesday, April 11th   LETTER OF REVELATION Bible study (Chap. 18) 
 

Wednesday, April 12th  Fellowship dinner; Choir practice; youth gathering 

 

Thursday, April 13th   Maundy Thursday service 
 

Sunday, April 16th   Easter Sunday 

      Choir Easter Cantata 
 

Tuesday, April 18th   AARP meeting 

      LETTER OF REVELATION Bible study (Chap. 19) 
 

Wednesday, April 19th  Fellowship dinner; Choir practice; youth gathering 
 

Thursday, April 20th   United Methodist Women 
 

Sunday, April 23rd   “The Dangerous Wonder Of An Unpredictable God” 
 

Monday, April 24th   Prayer shawl ministry 

 

Wednesday, April 26th  Fellowship dinner; Choir practice; youth gathering  
 

Sunday, April 30th   “Pray Simply And Simply Pray” 


